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Chapter 13 - God’s Army of Worshipers (Part 1)

When the Scriptures refer to the “heavenly host,” we usually think of “choirs of angels.” The word
“host” in the Bible meant “army” (Joshua 5:13-14). It is an important truth: the hosts of heaven are
worshiping armies. Indeed, no one can do warfare who is not first a worshiper of God.

The Central Issue in Tribulation: Worship

One does not have to penetrate deeply into the Revelation of John to discover that both God
and the devil are seeking worshipers (see Revelation 7:11; 13:4; 14:7, 11). Time and time again
the line is drawn between those who “worship the beast and his image” and those who worship
God.

In the last great battle before Jesus returns, the outcome of every man’s life shall be weighed
upon a scale of worship: in the midst of warfare and battles to whom will we bow, God or Satan?

Yet, while this warfare shall culminate in the establishment of the Lord’s kingdom on earth (see
Revelation 11:15), we must realize the essence of this battle is the central issue in our warfare
today. Will we faithfully worship God during satanic assault and temptation? True worship must
emerge now in the context of our daily lives, for no man will worship through the great battles
of tomorrow who complains in the mere skirmishes of today.

You will remember that the Lord’s call to the Israelites was a call to worship and serve Him in
the wilderness (see Exodus 7:16). Indeed, when Moses first spoke of God’s loving concern, we
read that the Hebrews “bowed low and worshiped” (Exodus 4:31). But when trials and pressures
cames, they fell quickly into murmuring, complaining and blatant rebellion. Their worship was
superficial, self-serving and conditional - a form without a heart of worship.

This same condition of shallow worship prevails in much of Christianity today. If a message is
given that speaks of the Lord’s great care for His people, with eagerness do we bow low and
worship. But as soon as the pressures of daily living arise or temptations come, how quickly we
rebel against God and resist His dealings! The enemy has easy access to the soul that is not
protected by true worship of the Almighty! Indeed, the Lord’s purpose with Israel in the
wilderness was to perfect true worship, which is based upon the reality of God, not



circumstances. The Lord knows that the heart that will worship Him in the wilderness of

affliction will continue to worship in the promised land of plenty.

Without true worship of God, there can be no victory in warfare. For what we bleed when we are
wounded by satanic assault or difficult circumstances is the true measure of our worship. You
see, what comes out of our hearts during times of pressure is in us, but hidden during times of
ease. If you are a true worshiper, your spirit will exude worship to God no matter what battle
you are fighting. In warfare, worship creates a wall of fire around the soul.

To be continued...



